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THE LITURGICAL YEAR:  LENT 
The end of 2017 into 2018 has certainly been one for the liturgical books!  The fourth Sunday in 
Advent and Christmas Eve occurred on the same day, making our heads spin from morning to 
evening.  Due to those dates, Epiphany fell the day before the first Sunday in January, folks 
struggled with whether or not January 7 should be Epiphany Sunday, Baptism of the Lord, or both.  
Those calendaring issues continue well into 2018.  Ash Wednesday begins on February 14 this year, 
and although Valentine’s Day is largely a secular holiday (though it is a feast day), one has to be 
pragmatic when scheduling Ash Wednesday worship services.  Add to it all the fact that Easter falls 
on April 1, and we find ourselves in liturgical clashing.


All that information tells us is that we must be diligent during these seasons of the liturgical year.  
Lent, like Advent, is a season of introspection and reflection.  We liturgical artists may struggle with 
Lent, and Holy Week.  After all, much of the music we like to program doesn’t have its roots in Lent, 
but in Holy Week - and there are only so many days in that week during which to hold worship 
experiences.  Lest we fall into the trap of extending seasons to meet our artistic tastes, we would do 
well to remember that timing is everything.  Carl McPherson reminds us of that fact in her article.  
Read on to find out more about our 30th Annual Handbell Festival, possible upcoming events within 
our chapter, and how you can become more involved!


UPCOMING FELLOWSHIP EVENTS 

March 10, 2018 - 30th Annual Handbell Festival 
First UMC, Peoria, IL 

June 24-29, 2018 - Music and Worship Arts Week 
Lake Junaluska, NC 

July 15-18, 2019 - National Convocation 
Kansas City, MO 
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Rushing to Resurrection: The Case for Holy Week 

Carol McPherson 

“This is a really sad story!” I was taking our After-school students through the Stations of the Cross 
interactive exhibit in the Foster Gallery. I was asked to do this on short notice so didn’t really have 
time to think through how I was going to tell the story and draw the connections to the activities for 
these K – 2 students. Each station invites a meditation upon Christ’s suffering, as well as similar 
suffering we see continuing in the world today. For example, when Jesus prays in the garden (Luke 
22: 39-44), participants are encouraged to consider when “He was in anguish and prayed even 
more earnestly. His sweat became like drops of blood falling on the ground” (Luke 22:44), and 
then take a red stone to pray for someone who is suffering. We moved from station to station – 
Jesus is arrested, tried, mocked, tortured, and crucified. When we got to the crucifixion, one of the 
children said, “This is a really sad story!” My first instinct was to rush the children to resurrection – 
to shield them from the sadness.  

This experience draws me to Holy Week. On Palm Sunday, the children enter waving palms as we 
sing, “All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King, to whom the lips of children make sweet 
hosannas ring.” When we return to church the next Sunday we raise our voices in joyous song, 
“Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!” Do we rush too quickly to resurrection? If we do not 
experience the events of Holy Week and the journey to the cross, how can we fully be “Easter 
People?” 

To fully celebrate resurrection as Easter People, we must tarry a while in the sadness, the 
suffering, yes, in the horror of Christ crucified. We must be willing to “go to dark Gethsemane, we 
that feel the tempter’s power; our Redeemer’s conflict see, watch with him one bitter hour. Turn not 
from his griefs away; learn of Jesus Christ to pray.” We must consider that “sacred Head, now 
wounded, with grief and shame weighed down.” We must be willing to “survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of Glory died, our riches gain we count but loss, and pour contempt on all our 
pride.” 
        

The services of Holy Week provide us with the opportunity to tarry a while in the sadness, the 
suffering, yes, in the horror of Christ crucified. On Holy Thursday we recall the events in that room 
where Jesus gathered with his disciples for a final meal. We wash one another’s hands or feet to 
remember that Christ washed the feet of his disciples and instructed them, and us, to serve one 
another in love. We share the bread and cup – that Holy Communion that Jesus instructed his 
disciples, and us, to share. 

On Good Friday, we experience that sad, terrible, redemptive story. As the story unfolds candles 
are extinguished, one by one, until we sit in the darkness and silence of the tomb. We leave in 
silence, to carry the sadness, suffering, and horror with us for a little while.  

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? Were you there when they nailed him to the 
tree? Were you there when they pierced him in the side? Were you there when the sun 
refused to shine? Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

 I want to take you to resurrection – we know it is coming. But stay for a little while in the 
sadness and allow Christ’s journey to the cross to break your heart and transform your life.  
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What do you know about The Fellowship?  We are 
Christians embracing God’s artistic gifts to create 
world-transforming worship.  The Fellowship exists at 
both national and chapter levels.  You can find out 
more about the national level by visiting their website, 
and find out more about our chapter on our website.


30th ANNUAL HANDBELL FESTIVAL

We are very excited to be holding our 30th Annual Chapter Handbell 
Festival!  It’s a great accomplishment, and one we should all celebrate 
together.  The 2018 festival is being held at First United Methodist Church 
in Peoria, IL on Saturday, March 10.  Kidder Music Service will be on hand 
for all of your music needs.  David Harris, who directs the Raleigh 
Ringers, will be our featured clinician.   Online registration is available at 
the following link:  https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/handbell-festival  Please 
note that early registration needs to be completed by February 10, 2018!


Schedule for Saturday, March 10, 2018


8:00 am 	 Registration/Set Up

9:00 am	 Welcome/Announcements

9:15 am	 Ringing techniques

10:30 am	 break

10:45 am	 Reading Session

12:00 pm	 Lunch

1:00 pm	 Rehearsal

3:00 pm	 Depart for Home


____________________________________________________________________________________
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Fall Worship Event 

We are looking forward to offering another diverse Worship Workshop this Fall.   Watch the second 
quarter newsletter for date/time and subjects to be covered.  This will likely be a rotational style 
workshop which will allow you to attend a few different workshops on relevant worship related 
matters.    We are still in the planning phase, so if you do have a burning desire to learn more 
regarding a specific subject, email us so we can consider that into our final stages of planning.

http://www.umfellowship.org
http://www.igrc.org/fummwa
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/handbell-festival
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Your chapter officers are here to 
serve you by developing events to 
better equip you for worship arts 
ministry.  We are always looking for 
more people to join our coordinating 
team, which conducts its business in 
quarterly 1 1/2 hour conference calls.  
Please contact one of the following 
people if you have questions, 
suggestions, or would like to get 
involved:


	 


	 


	 Chair:  	Doug Grogan            	 	 	
	 dgrogan@fumcpeoria.org


	 Chair Elect:  Aaron Schultz  	 	 	
	 aaronschultz.1215@gmail.com


	 Secretary:  Danielle Rohrer             	 	
	 des.rohrer@gmail.com    


	 Treasurer:  Jeffrey Neufeld              	 	
	 JRN0074@yahoo.com


	 Jay Regennitter                	  	 	
	 revjaynr@gmail.com


	 Carol McPherson   	 	  	 	
	 cmcpherson@fumcpeoria.org


	 Mike Ebersohl           	 	  	 	
	 mebersohl@outlook.com


	 Christopher Wise               	 	 	
	 cwisestl@gmail.com 

_________________________________________________________________________________________


Positions Available 
First United Methodist Church in East Peoria is seeking a choir director to lead a strong Christian 
music ministry that enhances the lives of those who actively participate in the Chancel and Bell 
choirs as well as those who attend worship services.  Applicants must have an academic 
background in music with choir experience.  Hours include weekly choir rehearsals on Wednesdays 
(5:45-8:15 pm), with worship services the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays at 9:00 am, with arrival at 8:15 
am.  To find out more, or to apply, please e-mail revsarnold13@gmail.com.  Start date is April 9, 
2018.


Hope Church in Bloomington is seeking a half-time director of worship.  Responsibilities include 
directing and organizing all aspects of music and a/v for worship.  Please send resumes or inquiries 
to admin@behopechurch.org.  
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