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29TH ANNUAL HANDBELL FESTIVAL 
Your IGRC Fellowship Chapter is excited to host its 29th annual handbell festival on Saturday, 
March 11, 2017 at Grace UMC in Salem, IL.  Conveniently located off of I-57, this year’s festival 
seeks to reach more people in the southern part of our conference.  


Our clinician, Jason Krug, is from Indianapolis, Indiana, and has over 200 
published compositions.  Also active as a clinician, Jason will be serving as 
one of the intermediate handbell clinicians this summer at The Fellowship’s 
Music and Worship Arts week at Lake Junaluska, NC.  He is director of the 
bell choir at Irvington United Methodist Church in Indianapolis.  In his spare 
time, Jason enjoys writing young adult fiction.  


The day begins at 9:00 am, and we’ll be exploring 
handbell techniques, how to apply them in handbell 
compositions, and do some music reading.  This is a 

great opportunity for learning new skills, engaging new compositions, and 
fantastic fellowship.  Early registration is rapidly approaching (February 15), so 
plan to sign up by downloading the registration form here, or by registering 
online.  
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UPCOMING FELLOWSHIP EVENTS 

June 25-30, 2017 - Music and Worship Arts Week 
Lake Junaluska, NC 

July  24-27, 2017 - Biennial Convocation 
Little Rock, AR 

August 19, 2017 - Choral Reading Session 
First UMC - Vandalia, IL

Interested in hosting one of our chapter 
events?  We like to move around the 
state, trying to meet needs in various 
locations.  Recent events have been 
held in Normal, Peoria, Springfield, and 
Effingham.  If you would like to serve as 
a host, please contact Doug Grogan.

http://www.igrc.org/fummwa
https://fumcpeoria.wufoo.com/forms/29th-annual-handbell-festival/
mailto:dgrogan@fumcpeoria.org?subject=Hosting%20Fellowship%20Event
mailto:dgrogan@fumcpeoria.org?subject=Hosting%20Fellowship%20Event
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What do you know about The Fellowship?  We are 
Christians embracing God’s artistic gifts to create world-
transforming worship.  The Fellowship exists at both 
national and chapter levels.  You can find out more about 
the national level by visiting their website, and find out 
more about our chapter on our website.


MORE ABOUT UPCOMING CHAPTER EVENTS


Choral Reading Session:    The Fellowship will sponsor an identical reading session to the Kidder 
Music Service session (Peoria) for those who are further south on Saturday, August 19, 2017.  It will 
be held at First UMC in Vandalia, IL from 9:00 am - noon.  Registration forms will be available soon.  
The fee for the Vandalia session is $5, to cover the cost of snacks. 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MEET OUR TREASURER


Jeffrey R. Neufeld, D.S.M., is currently Organist and Interim Director 
of Music at Barrington United Methodist Church in Barrington, 
Illinois.  He holds the Doctor of Sacred Music degree from the 
Graduate Theological Foundation, the Master of Music degree in 
organ and church music from Northwestern University Beinen School 
of Music, and the Bachelor of Music degree in organ performance 
from Wheaton College Conservatory of Music.  His organ teachers 
have included Douglas Cleveland, Richard Webster, and Dr. Ed 
Zimmerman; and he has studied piano with Dr. William Phemister 
and choral conducting with Dr. Paul Wiens and Dr. Mary Hopper.


Dr. Neufeld has been involved in church music since an early age, and answering God’s call to 
dedicated ministry in music, he has held a number of church music positions in his native 
Minnesota and in Chicago-area churches. Prior to BUMC, he served as organist and choirmaster 
at Our Redeemer’s United Methodist Church in Schaumburg, Illinois. He has also appeared as a 
guest organist with the West Suburban Choral Union and the Schaumburg Youth Orchestra, and 
given recitals in a number of locations across the United States, including piano and organ duo 
concerts with his brother, Jeremy.


Dr. Neufeld is a candidate for ordination as a Deacon in the United Methodist Church; and he is 
an active member of a number of professional music organizations including the American Guild 
of Organists, the Royal College of Organists, the American Choral Directors Association, and the 
Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts. In addition to his musical endeavors, 
Dr. Neufeld works as an independent I.T. consultant.  Jeffrey, his wife Barbara and their children 
reside in Elgin.

http://www.umfellowship.org
http://www.igrc.org/fummwa
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Your chapter officers are here to serve you by developing events to better equip you for worship arts 
ministry.  We are always looking for more people to join our coordinating team, which conducts its 
business in quarterly 1 1/2 hour conference calls.  Please contact one of the following people if you 
have questions, suggestions, or would like to get involved:


	 Chair:  	Doug Grogan            	 	
	 dgrogan@fumcpeoria.org


	 Chair Elect:  Aaron Schultz  	 	
	 aaronschultz.1215@gmail.com


	 Secretary:  Danielle Rohrer             	
	 des.rohrer@gmail.com    


	 Treasurer:  Jeffrey Neufeld              	
	 JRN0074@yahoo.com


	 At-Large Members:


	 Jay Regennitter                	  	
	 revjaynr@gmail.com


	 Carol McPherson   	 	  	
	 cmcpherson@fumcpeoria.org


	 Mike Ebersohl           	 	  	
	 mebersohl@outlook.com


	 Christopher Wise               	 	
	 cwisestl@gmail.com 




�3

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Three of our long-time board members - Arlene Dittberner, Laura Drennan, and Marilyn 
Hirschman - recently completed many years of service.  The chapter officers have sent 
a gift to honor each of them to the national office for the Diamond Jubilee Fund, the 
interest of which supports the operating fund of The Fellowship. 

In addition, our national Executive Director, David L. Bone, 
recently completed 25 years of service to The Fellowship.  
Your chapter officers have made a donation of $500 to a 
newly created Executive Director, the interest of which will 
go toward salary support of the executive director 
position.   

Your chapter officers encourage you to make individual 
gifts to these funds as you are able. 

Diamond Jubilee Fund   Executive Director Fund 
The Fellowship    The Fellowship 
PO Box 24787    PO Box 24787 
Nashville, TN 37202    Nashville, TN 37202 

http://dgrogan@fumcpeoria.org
mailto:aaronschultz.1215@gmail.com
mailto:des.rohrer@gmail.com
mailto:JRN0074@yahoo.com
mailto:revjaynr@gmail.com
mailto:cmcpherson@fumcpeoria.org
mailto:mebersohl@outlook.com
mailto:cwisestl@gmail.com
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TRY THIS:  A UNIQUE WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY ON MAUNDY THURSDAY


I grew up in a small church where we worshipped on Palm Sunday and Easter, but I 
never experienced the sacred worship opportunities on Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday until I was in college.  At First UMC Peoria it has become a priority of mine to 
make sure that people experience the entirety of Holy Week. 

One way this was done was to worship on Maundy Thursday (Holy Thursday) in a 
unique way.  This past year we created several concentric circles and worshipped in 
the round with the altar, the Lord's Table, being the focal point.  Early in the service, 
four teams of four lay members washed the hands of those who choose to participate 
in this act of humility and offered a blessing to each person.  Later in the service, 
some of our students assisted by bringing the elements forward to be consecrated by 
our pastors.  Then, we gathered in tables of twelve plus a pastor to share Holy 
Communion.  The other great joy was that the congregation had the opportunity to 
make eye contact with other worshippers across the room instead of just looking at 
the back of the head of the person in front of them.   

Here is a summary of the feedback and worship conclusions made: 
- the service felt intimate even though we were in a large room. 
- seeing others sing and pray reminded people that God is speaking to others 
- young and old had full involvement and participation in the service 
- the change resulted in people focused on hearing the word with more intent 
compared to their "normal" worship setting. 

If you would like more information on the service design, please contact me 
(dgrogan@fumcpeoria.org).   I pray this worship service style can be equally as 
impactful in your worship setting. 

Douglas Grogan 
Director of Music Ministries at FUMC Peoria 
Chair of the IGRC Fellowship Chapter 
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mailto:dgrogan@fumcpeoria.org

