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CHORAL READING SESSION 
We hope you’ll plan to come to our choral reading session on Saturday, August 19!  The session is 
from 9:00 am to noon at Vandalia First UMC.  Your cost to register is $5 at the door, and covers the 
cost of the packet of music, which is being provided by Kidder Music Service.  


If you plan to attend, please use the following link to register:  
https://fumcpeoria.wufoo.com/forms/igrc-fellowship-choral-
reading-session/, and do so by August 11.


What do you know about The Fellowship?  We are 
Christians embracing God’s artistic gifts to create 
world-transforming worship.  The Fellowship exists at 
both national and chapter levels.  You can find out 
more about the national level by visiting their website, 
and find out more about our chapter on our website.


�1

UPCOMING FELLOWSHIP EVENTS 

August 19, 2017 - Choral Reading Session 
First UMC - Vandalia, IL 

October 21, 2017 - Worship Software Workshop 
Midstate College - Peoria, IL 

March 10, 2018 - 30th Annual Handbell Festival 
First UMC - Peoria, IL 

June 24-29, 2018 - Music and Worship Arts Week 
Lake Junaluska, NC 

July 15-18, 2019 - National Convocation 
Kansas City, MO

Interested in hosting one of our chapter 
events?  We want to continue to 
provide opportunities in various 
locations.  Recent events have been 
held in Normal, Peoria, Springfield, 
Effingham, and Salem.  If you would 
like to serve as a host, please contact 
Doug Grogan.

mailto:dgrogan@fumcpeoria.org?subject=Hosting%20Fellowship%20Event
mailto:dgrogan@fumcpeoria.org?subject=Hosting%20Fellowship%20Event
https://fumcpeoria.wufoo.com/forms/igrc-fellowship-choral-reading-session/
https://fumcpeoria.wufoo.com/forms/igrc-fellowship-choral-reading-session/
http://www.umfellowship.org
http://www.igrc.org/fummwa
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Worship Software Workshop 

The FUMMWA is offering a Contemporary Technology Worship Workshop on 
Saturday, October 21st at Midstate College in Peoria, IL.  This workshop is 
completely hands-on and will focus on the major church presenter software programs 
Media Shout and Pro Presenter.  Attendees will each have the opportunity to use a 
demo of the programs and undergo basic and, if desired, advanced demonstrations of 
the programs by expert instructors.  This workshop is perfect for audio/visual 
volunteers, paid staff, and anyone else who may need to learn more about these 
programs and how they function in worship services.  Please note: the final details of 
the schedule are subject to change based on the interest and skills of the participant.

8:15am-9:00am
Registration 

9:00am-11:30am*
Session on Media Shout
Session on ProPresenter

11:30am-NOON
Lunch (provided for you)

12:30pm-3:00pm*
Session on Media Shout
Session on ProPresenter

*there will be a short break during the session.
+the final details of the schedule are subject to modification based on registration 
information from the participants.

List of Presenters: 

Media Shout- Aaron West, Director of User Experience at Media Shout
Pro Presenter- Dr. Isaac Gaff, Managing Director of Worship and Creative Arts at 
Calvary UMC

To register, visit:  https://fumcpeoria.wufoo.com/forms/igrc-fellowship-technology-worship-
workshop/  Registration closes October 7.


https://fumcpeoria.wufoo.com/forms/igrc-fellowship-technology-worship-workshop/
https://fumcpeoria.wufoo.com/forms/igrc-fellowship-technology-worship-workshop/
https://fumcpeoria.wufoo.com/forms/igrc-fellowship-technology-worship-workshop/
https://fumcpeoria.wufoo.com/forms/igrc-fellowship-technology-worship-workshop/
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Your chapter officers are here to serve you by developing events to better equip you for worship arts 
ministry.  We are always looking for more people to join our coordinating team, which conducts its 
business in quarterly 1 1/2 hour conference calls.  Please contact one of the following people if you 
have questions, suggestions, or would like to get involved:


	 Chair:  	Doug Grogan            	 	
	 dgrogan@fumcpeoria.org


	 Chair Elect:  Aaron Schultz  	 	
	 aaronschultz.1215@gmail.com


	 Secretary:  Danielle Rohrer             	
	 des.rohrer@gmail.com    


	 Treasurer:  Jeffrey Neufeld              	
	 JRN0074@yahoo.com


	 At-Large Members:


	 Jay Regennitter                	  	
	 revjaynr@gmail.com


	 Carol McPherson   	 	  	
	 cmcpherson@fumcpeoria.org


	 Mike Ebersohl           	 	  	
	 mebersohl@outlook.com


	 Christopher Wise               	 	
	 cwisestl@gmail.com 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30th Annual Handbell Festival

 The 30th Annual IGRC Fellowship Handbell Festival will be held 
on Saturday, March 10, 2018.  Our location moves this year back 
to the north/central part of the conference, to be held at First 
UMC in Peoria.  David Harris, director of the Raleigh Ringers, will 
be serving as our clinician.  Be on the lookout for registration 
materials in our 4th Quarter newsletter.  We hope you’ll save the 
date and plan to join us!

http://dgrogan@fumcpeoria.org
mailto:aaronschultz.1215@gmail.com
mailto:des.rohrer@gmail.com
mailto:JRN0074@yahoo.com
mailto:revjaynr@gmail.com
mailto:cmcpherson@fumcpeoria.org
mailto:mebersohl@outlook.com
mailto:cwisestl@gmail.com
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THINKING AHEAD TO ADVENT/CHRISTMAS

For the church musician, it seems like planning for the Advent and Christmas seasons can 
never really start too early.  Yet no matter when we start, time still seems to fly right by, and 
before we know it we find ourselves passing All Saints’ Day without yet having decided on 
prelude, offertory or postlude music for Advent or multiple Christmas Eve services.  Below 
you will find some of the resources I employ, and hopefully these can be useful to you as we 
approach the season of anticipating and celebrating the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  

Dover Publishing has two relatively cheap compilations of Advent/Christmas music available: 
Organ Music for the Christmas Season and Easy Organ Christmas Album.  The first 
comprises both familiar seasonal works and lesser known Christmas music including: 
Daquin, Noël X; Dupré, Il est né le devin enfant and Variations sur un Noël (Op. 20); Karg-
Elert, Chorale Improvisation on "In dulci jubilo"; Lemmens, Hymnus: Creator alme siderum; 
Maleingreau, Symphonie de Noël; Reger, Weihnachten.  However, most of these pieces 
require advanced skill and interpretation so you will still need to plan ahead—although it 
doesn’t hurt to get a jump on Advent 2018 music!  The second collection features more 
accessible works with less preparation time, and comprises titles from twenty-four different 
composers including: Daquin’s Noel for Flutes, Buxtehude’s How Brightly Shines the 
Morning Star, and six different settings of In Dulci Jubilo.   

MorningStar (now part of www.canticledistributing.com) has a two-volume set of manuals-
only Advent music by composer Charles Callahan, Advent Music For Manuals, that cover 
a variety of styles.  Volume one includes: Comfort, Comfort These My People (psalm 42); 
Savior of the Names, Come (nun komm, der heiden heiland); O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
(veni emmanuel); and Wake, Awake (wachet auf).  Volume two includes Come Thou Long-
Expected Jesus using the tune stuttgart rather than hyfrydol, two arrangements of Lo! He 
Comes With Clouds Ascending (helmsley and picardy) and The King Shall Come (st. 
stephen) among others.
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By the third Sunday of Advent, if as a church musician you’re staying faithful to the 
distinction between Advent and Christmastide, your congregation regardless might be 
clamoring for some more familiar carols.  To prevent all-out riots in the pews, Charles 
Callahan again comes to the rescue at MorningStar with two volumes of Christmas Music 
for Manuals.  Here volume one includes familiar carols such as Away in a Manger, O Little 
Town of Bethlehem (forest green), 'Twas in the Moon of Wintertime, and Once in Royal 
David's City.  Volume two includes O, Come, All Ye Faithful, the more familiar st. louis tune 
of O Little Town of Bethlehem, The First Noel, and Ding Dong! Merrily on High.  Both of 
these Christmas volumes as well as the two Advent volumes have PDF and MP3 samples 
available on the www.canticledistributing.com website.  

For something a little flashier, the Oxford Book of Christmas Organ Music has over thirty 
arrangements including several suitable for recitals: Bach’s Chorale Prelude on 'In dulci 
jubilo', Howard Blake’s 'Walking in the air' from the movie The Snowman, Andrew Carter’s 
Toccata on 'Veni Emmanuel', Pastorale 'Gesù Bambino' by Pietro Yon, and a dazzling Finale 
on 'Hark, the herald angels sing' by David Willcocks.  Another Oxford offering, Hymn 
Settings for Organists: Advent and Christmas is described as having “practical, concise 
settings for all parts of the church service…suitable for busy church musicians at 
intermediate level…”

In our increasingly sped-up world, and in the middle of frantic activity and preparations, I 
hope you are still able to find time to reflect on waiting for and anticipating the coming of 
Jesus.  But in between those moments, don’t forget to try out some new arrangements of the 
season’s beautiful and glorious music.  And of course, sometimes simpler really is better!  
Soli Deo Gloria. 

Jeff Neufeld is treasurer of the Illinois-Great Rivers FUMMWA chapter, and serves as 
Organist and Associate Director of Music at Barrington United Methodist Church.
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http://www.canticledistributing.com

